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1. 2006 Lava Cap, “Reserve,” El Dorado ($30) — Medium to
medium-dark brickish ruby color; attractive, relatively
mature, toasty, plummy, dark cherry and blackberry fruit
aroma with hints of graphite and smoked meat; full body;
forward, plush, plummy, toasty, concentrated, ripe blackberry
fruit flavors with a creamy mouthfeel; medium-full to full
tannin; lingering aftertaste. Approachable now. Highly
recommended. /4.7% alcohol; 649 cases, blended with 12%
Zinfandel; released November 2009. (Group Score: 16.2 0f20
points, 3 of 12 first-place votes/1 second/2 thirds; My Score:
16.5 [88 of 100 points], fourth place)



